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It must not be understood that we think our misguided Brahmo
friends to be dishonest men. On the contrary we think their very
ionesty is the cause of their aberration. They honestly seek the satis-
action of their religious instincts and if the ministrations and teachings
of the Brahmo Somaj fail to give them that satisfaction they naturally
look elsewhere, and wherever they find it, or the semblance of it, or
even the profession of it, there they go. One peculiar symptom of the
outbreak is that those who suffer from it almost always retain their
intellectual, and partly their social adherence to the Brahmo Somaj,
they seldom say they have ceased to be Br£hmos, but their hearts,
•their spiritual affiliation, are with strange practices, with secret sects.
* * Now opinions, constitutions, and social reforms are important in their
way, buc very much more important to a religious body are its spritual
•concerns such as faith, love, wisdom, insight, devotion, depth, holiness,
and the magnetic personality of leaders It is precisely in these latter
articles the Brahmo Somaj lacks. "And mere speeches and professions
•do not supply that lack. Our ceaseless controversies, endless personal
dislikes, worldly-minded activities stand in the way of spiritual attrac-
tion, and disgust our brethren, What matters it if one party wins
when our best and most ardent men are alienated ? The danger is
•growing every day." *
Though the writers here have probably written
rather strongly in order to stimulate their co religionists
to greater exertions, there is no denying the fact, that
Neo-Hinduism has for sometime past been successfully
competing with Br£hmaism, which has lost the favour
it once enjoyed with the educated classes. If the signs
of the time are to be depended upon, the prospect of
Br£hmaism as a distinct religion in educated India'does
not appear to be much brighter than that of Christianity.
* The Interpreter, April, 1894,

